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1960's, the textbooks’ version could not be further from the truth.

It goes without saying that the goal of education should be to teach the
truth, and to raise new generations of people who will be able to love each
other, help each other, and live in peace.

Teaching untruths is tantamount to criminal activity. Aslong as North
Korea continues to teach that South Korea and the United States attacked
them, claiming countless lives as well as huge amounts of property and
land, reconciliation and unification with South Korea will be impossible.
Not only that, this education is likely to agitate and create more
antagonism between North and South Korea, and to produce young
people who are determined to seek revenge even at the cost of their own
lives. Seeds of hatred towards the United States and Japan will also be
planted, encouraging students to fight against these countries.

A considerable number of graduates of these North Korean high
schools have since gone on to kidnap Japanese people, or to become
involved in acts of terrorism against the South Korean government. These
actions and the education that preceded them are not unrelated.

By giving funds to an institution that makes falsehoods the pillars of its
education, Japan would be become an accessory to crime.

2. The argument that education should not involve politics shows a lack
of understanding of the situation. Chosen Soren” is using the North
Korean schools in Japan under its administration as a lifeline for North
Korean movements in Japan, and they have decided to make the change to
free high school tuition a top priority (this was decided in a meeting at
their headquarters on November 11th, 2009). It appears that they are
pursuing this policy under direct orders from their great general, Kim Jong-
I

3. PROROLBEFTHIL, FEEREEENTEL0TR
rv. BELFAEETHAFELFETHEV) BBNLELS
BHETHLDTHE.

Our Appeal

We are “Specialists Against Tax Money for North Korean High Schools
in Japan." For the following reasons, we are opposed to making North
Korean high schools in Japan free of charge.

1. The content of North Korean textbooks is often untrue. For example,
regarding the identity of the aggressors in the Korean War, it is now almost
universally accepted that North Korea invaded South Korea, a conclusion
supported by a vast supply of proof and documents.

However, North Korea's high school textbooks teach that it was a war of
aggression started by the United States and South Korea. This is not the
only inaccuracy. While the textbooks teach that the Soviet Armed Forces
released North Korea from Japanese colonialism, they hide the fact that
the Soviet Armed Forces also occupied North Korea and they put the
country under the military rules. As for the Homecoming Project of the

3

"Our beloved and respected leader has entrusted us with the following
policy - this year we are to strengthen our educational system in Japan, and
to protect and expand it with an undying determination and resolve" (from
the report of the January 13th, 2010 meeting of Chosen Soren's prefectural
chairmen and committee representatives).

Chosen Soren has already involved politics with its education. The
Worker's Party of Korea, which is in charge of Chosen Soren, said in a
bulletin in the "Rodong Sinmun"- otherwise known as the "Daily Labour™:

"The objective of the Japanese authorities to except North Korean
schools in Japan from government support is not just a mere questién of
money, but a criminal maneuver to deprive Chosen Soren of its rights
towards national education.” "Japan’s latest machinations are a product of
anti"Chosen Soren and anti"Fatherland attitudes held by Japanese
nationalists, and they have sparked the rage of the North Korean people.”
(March 9th, 2010)

Decisions about education should not be based on such emotional
arguments, but on proper discussions.

3. Our position and actions are not based on a racist reaction against
North Korean high school students. They are the result of our belief in the
universal idea that we should raise children who value truth and peace.

*Chosen Soren is an organization of North Koreans in Japan, under the
management of the North Korean government.

May 22nd, 2010

"Specialists Against Tax Money for North Korean High Schools in
Japan’

Representative: Hagiwara Ryo
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The following passages are examples of untruths in North Korean
textbooks.

1. Korean War
The North Korean textbooks describe the Korean war as follows:

The US imperialists egged on Lee Seung Man, who opened fire on our
region around the 38th line on June 23, 1950, and full-scale war broke out.

"The government of the Republic immediately demanded that Lee Seung
Man's government’ stop fighting and warned that the government would
take definitive measures if he did not stop the invasion.

But the enemy continued to blaze the flame of war.

10

people who were on welfare and the life of Korean-Japanese people
became harder than before.

At the same time, the desire to go back to the homeland, which Korean
Japanese people had embraced since the end of war, increased more and
more.

Korean-Japanese people looked to the Republic, which had
continuously implemented the policy to protect Korean people in Japan
and abroad since the liberation from colonialism, and had accomplished
new miracles and innovations in the establishment of the homeland.

At that very moment, on September 29, 1955, beloved and respected
leader Kim Il Sung met some celebrating Korean-Japanese people who
were visiting the homeland, and firmly expressed his intention to accept
Korean-Japanese people who wanted to come back to the Republic.

Beloved and respected leader Kim Il Sung made them the following
promise:

Many Korean-Japanese people do not have regular jobs and many of
them are working as day laborers. Life for those people must be very hard.
We welcome with pleasure any people who cannot live in Japan and who
want to come back to their homeland.

The government of the Republic issued an official statement from the
ministry of foreign affairs in December of that year and demanded that the
Japanese government cooperate with the project. Korean-Japanese people
promoted various campaigns for the Homecoming Project after the issue of
the statement.

‘The movement for the Homecoming Project expanded after the ‘'meeting
to listen to the story of homeland,’ which was held at the Nakadome
branch of the Kawasaki office of Chosen Soren in Kanagawa prefecture. At

12

On June 25, a Committee of Politics under the Central Committee of
North Korean Labor party was called and the Cabinet Emergency
Conference of the Republic was held in order to discuss the Republic's
response to the situation.

At the conference, beloved and respected leader Kim Il Sung said that we
should show the will of the Korean people to the United States, who defied
and looked down upon Korean people, and ordered the republican guards
and the People’s Army to hinder the armed invasion of the enémy and to
immediately Jaunch a counterattack. -

Furthermore, on June 26, he broadcast a speech to stir up all the people
and the officers and men of the People’s Army to fight and sweep invasion
forces, saying, “Gather all the power for the victory of the war."

The People's Army launched a counterattack and wiped out the core of
enemy's forces before the US imperialists could draw massive forces of
arms, increased the speed of attack following the first stage of the strategic
plan for the liberation of South Korea, and took part in the battle for the
liberation of Seoul on June 28.

At 5 o'clock in the morning, Commander Ryu Kyong Soc ordered the
tank corps to charge, and units of the People’s Army, who were following
the tank corps, opened an attack at the same time. Thus, they completely
liberated Seoul by 11:30.

2. Homecoming Project
The North Korean textbooks describe the Homecoming Project of
Korean-Japanese as follows:2.

After the Korean War, Korean-Japanese people could not escape their
difficult environment and their situation became worse because of the
ethnic discrimination policy of the Japanese government and the severe
economic condition. The Japanese government decreased the number of

11

the meeting, participants made up their minds to go back to their
homeland en masse. At the mass meetings held in various cities in Japan,
such as the Central Meeting of Korean Japanese people to Celebrate the
13th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Homeland, participants adopted
the resolution with hope of return to the homeland and sent a letter to
beloved and respect leader Kim Il Sung.

The government of the Republic expressed once more that it would
accept Korean-Japanese people at any time and guarantee their living in
Korea. The government took measures to put the plan into practice. Thus
in mid-October of 1958, the government decided to provide all the travel
expenses and ships necessary for the project.

The Japanese government, which was not able to ignore the just
demands of the Korean-Japanese people, issued the decision to allow
Korean-Japanese people to go back to their homeland on February 13,
1959, motivated by their crafty schemes and by the political and economic
interests which they would gain through the agreement.

As a result of the talk between Red Cross delegations of Korea and
Japan, the agreement on the return of Korean-Japanese people was
concluded on August 13, 1959.

Thus, the first ship left Niigata port on December 14, 1959. 975 Korean-
Japanese people and their families went aboard the ship and they arrived at
Chungjin port in the homeland on December 16.

The realization of the Homecoming Project was a victory for Korean-
Japanese people, who gained ground in the fight to protect the democratic
rights of Korean people as citizens of an independent nation living abroad.
Not only that, it was also the foundation of the patriotic movement and it
uplifted the spirits of the Korean people.

Al
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<Comments of "Specialists Against Tax Money for North Korean
High Schools in Japan">

About 93,000 Korean-Japanese people who had been living in poverty in
Japan returned to North Korea, but many of them died shortly afterwards
of malnutrition and illness. Returnees who expressed their desire to go
back to Japan were forced into mental hospitals or concentration camps
and killed. Thousands of returnees were executed, accused of being spies
for Japan or South Korea. It is estimated that about 30,000 returnees
became victims in one of these ways. About 6,000 Japanese citizens,
including about 1,800 wives of Korean-Japanese returnees and their
children, have been in North Korea for over fifty years, unable to return
home. They are being held against their will in the huge prison known as
North Korea. These are unbelievably inhumane measures. The version of
history in North Korean textbooks is filled up entirely with lies, and says
nothing about the truth.

3. Neglecting the himan rights of Koreans in Japan

While claiming to protect their own national characteristics, Korean
textbooks neglect the human rights of Koreans in Japan.

According to the textbook:

“In order to escape from their extremely perilous situation, a
considerable number of our fellow countrymen have assimilated
themselves into Japanese society, seeking a more stable life and hope for
the future generations of their families. The number of people attending
Japanese schools, as well as "naturalized’ people and international
marriages, has rapidly increased.”

"In addition, the bulk of our countrymen in Japan these days are
members of the third or fourth generation since their families' move to that
country; and instead of living with pride and confidence in their race and
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nation, it has become the trend for them to keep only their original names,
and live as "Korean-Japanese,” as though this were the next natural step
towards internationalization.”

<0ur specialist comments> )

Since they are living in Japan, it is indeed only natural for these North
Koreans to marry Japanese people. Also, the decision of whether or not to
become a Japanese citizen is up to each individual. By objecting to these
basic rights, and by claiming that it is wrong to keep a Korean name and
make it clear fo the world that one is proud to be a Korean-Japanese,
Chosen Soren is ignoring the human rights of North Korean individuals in

Japan.

4. Making no apologies for abductions of Japanese citizens

North Korea criticizes Japanese society, while making no apologies for
abductions of Japanese citizens.

According to the textbook:

"Ever since the signing of the Japan-Korea Pyongyang Declaration in
September of 2002, authorities in Japan have hugely exaggerated the
“abduction problem,” causing the spread of negative attitudes against North
Korea, Chosen Soren, and North Korean residents in Japan. This has
created an atmosphere of racial and national discrimination in Japanese
society.”

<Qur specialist comments>

Even Kim Jong-Il admitted to the abductions of Japanese citizens and
apologized for them. But despite the fact that multiple members of
Chosen Soren were actually involved in the abduction of Japanese citizens,
they have offered not a single word of apology. On the contrary, they
merely make claims against Japanese society.
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A letter to UN High Commissioner of Human Rights.
Kotaroh Miura

Excluding North Korean schools from Japan's new program to make high
schools free of charge is “discrimination.” ? UN High Commissioner of
Human Rights.

According to Jiji Press, UN High Commissioner of Human Rights Pillay,
during her visit to Japan, held a press conference before certain press
companies including Jiji Press on the afternoon of the 14th, during which
she expressed the opinion that excluding North Korean schools from
Japan’s new program to make high schools free of charge is “discrimination.”
Ms. Pillay described the change to free high schools as a very good
progressive measure, but emphasized that the right to receive education
must be extended to all people living in Japan; otherwise, it is
discrimination. She insisted that the exemption from high school tuition
must be extended to all students.

I can accept this statement as one possible point of view, assuming that
it has been made after sufficient research into the educational content
being taught at North Korean schools. However, there has probably been
little opportunity for the High Commissioner to read the North Korean
textbooks, as no English translations of them currently exist. I believe that
it is impossible to fully understand the issues behind the North Korean
high school exemption when basing one’s opinions solely on the general
idea that discrimination is bad, and that we should respect each schools
individual policy towards educational content.

In order to help understand this problem, Hoshi he no Ayumi Publications
has printed a Japanese translation of North Korean textbook, “Modern
Korean History ? High School 27 This text includes Korea's history from

18

1953 to 1980, but there is no mention whatsoever of any events that would
show North Korea in an unfavorable light.

Naturally the text includes nothing about North Korea’s abduction of tens
of thousands of Koreans during the Korean War. As for the Homecoming
Project, which is the theme of our organization, the text states plainly that
Chosen Soren promoted the Homecoming Project under the orders of
Kim Il-sung. However, the returnees all learned upon the instant of their
arrival in North Korea, from the poverty and lack of liberty in that country,
that the promises they'd been given by Soren were lies. But the textbook of
course makes no mention of the fate that awaited the returnees after their
arrival, nor does it acknowledge the existence of Japanese wives who were
brought along with their returnee husbands.

At the very least, I wish everyone would read this textbook before making
their arguments that Japan must include North Korean schools in the new
high school program, and I implore the Japanese government to read it
over once as well, so that they won’t be misunderstood in other countries.
And as for the media, even if they are in favor of the subsidization of
Korean schools, I'd like to hear a comment from them about whether or
not is acceptable to continue using this textbook at those schools. Will
the continued use of this textbook really help forward the happiness of the
children at North Korean schools?

Everyone knows that Kim Il-sung was not really born at Baekdu Mountain.
But more essentially, I would like people read this textbook and think
about this question. Is it appropriate for the nation of Japan to publicly
support schools that use a textbook which describes this person ? who
abducts Japanese, fires nuclear missiles, and allows huge numbers of people
to starve to death in order to protect his dictatorship ? as a man with a
“superior disposition and a pure and noble character”™?
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